The Faribault Daily News regularly runs stories about alcohol and other drugs.  Last week, a story recounted an arrest on Interstate 35 near Faribault where law enforcement officers confiscated 50 packages of marijuana.  A couple of days before that, a front page story reported the arrest of four people in two different Faribault locations for the sale of cocaine. A few weeks ago, a man pleaded guilty to possession of the precursors used to manufacture methamphetamine.  About 8 months ago, more than 200 marijuana plants were seized from a farm east of Faribault.

Recently, I’ve spent a lot of time sitting Rice County court rooms because the Rice County Chemical Health Coalition has been working to promote appropriate legal consequences for adults who provide alcohol to young people.  Over many hours in court, I’ve noticed many of the cases are related to alcohol or other drugs in some way.  On some days, all the cases were directly related to drug or alcohol use or sales.  

So, this is good news, right?  Lots of people face legal consequences for producing, distributing and selling alcohol and other drugs.  “Drug busts” at local homes and on local property mean that the amount of drugs is being reduced.  That means we are at least addressing whatever drug problem we have here in our community.

But, wait! We know alcohol and these drugs are available because we’ve see the evidence of people possessing or selling them.  Then, isn’t it also true that someone must be buying them?  And even if it is not us or our children who are buying them, doesn’t their presence create concerns for our whole community?  Tough questions, right?  The answers are even tougher.  Alcohol and all kinds of drugs are available in Faribault because people are willing to buy them. Drugs dealers come here or people who live here turn to dealing drugs because there is a market.   And the people who sell these drugs are interested in selling as much as they can.  The more you sell, the better you do.  

Who are the customers….present or future… for these dealers?  In too many cases…they are “our kids”.  Maybe that means our own children, maybe that means their friends or our neighbors or teens who go to our church or our grandchildren.  Regardless of who those young customers are, the presence of drugs in our community ought to alarm us!

If we doubt that drugs are readily available to our youth, a look at the recent survey of middle and high school age students helps confirm how easy it is.  One-fourth of the sixth graders said it was easy to get alcohol; among students in high school, more than 60% said it was easy to get alcohol.  Students report that obtaining marijuana is more challenging, and yet more than one-third also reported that marijuana is easy to get.  Nearly 50% of high school students report that it is easy to get prescription drugs that were not prescribed for them.

Alcohol and drugs are around and available to our youth…not just in the Twin Cities but in Northfield and Dundas, Morristown and Faribault.  Drugs are here, in spite of caring and capable law enforcement officers.  Drugs are here in spite of an active and dedicated drug task force.  Drugs are here in spite of a County Attorney’s office that works hard to make ensure that criminals suffer consequences.  

The presence of alcohol and drugs in our community is a problem that can’t be arrested away.  Arresting criminals, filing charges, prosecuting crime and upholding the laws is part of the solution.  But, until there are no more drug customers here, the problem will persist.  It takes more than police officers and judges to solve the drug problem.  It takes all of us, working together, supporting and guiding kids to solve the problem.  It takes all of us setting limits, giving consequences and forming strong relationships with our young people.  

Talk to your kids and other people’s kids.  Help them make healthy choices.  Help them not to become the next customer of the drug dealer next door or down the street.

